
Homily Notes for Sunday January 9, 2022, the Baptism of the Lord 
Scriptures: Isa 40:1-5, 9-11, Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7, Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

In Catechism see ## 535-537 
The Baptism of Jesus: An example of servant leadership.  

 

1. Introduction: The Baptism of Jesus is the occasion of the first public revelation of all the Three 
Persons in the Holy Trinity, and the official revelation of Jesus as the Son of God to the world 
by God the Father. It is described by all four gospels, and it marks the beginning of Jesus' public 
ministry.  The liturgical season of Christmas comes to a conclusion this Sunday with the 
celebration of the Baptism of the Lord.  The Baptism of the Lord is an occasion for us to reflect 
on our baptism and its meaning for us, especially on the leadership of Jesus characterized by 
humility and leading by example. 
 

2. This theme fits right in with the four pillars of Stewardship and our Parish Goals. 
Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, and Service. 
 

Scriptural explanation:  
3. 1st Reading: The second part of the book of Isaiah, chapters 40-55, prophesies the end of this 
Exile and the return of the captives to their homeland. Let us remember that Isaiah is reminding 
the people of Judah that the Exile was a punishment for their sins, but that the merciful God has 
forgiven them.  The next few sentences of today’s reading describe how the exiles are to return 
home. They will return as a grand religious procession from Babylon to Jerusalem led by their 
own God. To pave the way, valleys and mountains are to be leveled, and a highway created in 
the wilderness.  This imagery is also symbolic of their (and our) preparing their lives in holiness 
to be with God. This is why John the Baptist quoted this from Isaiah when he came calling the 
people to repentance.  
 

4. 2nd Reading: In this passage, St. Paul teaches how God saves us by incorporating us into 
Christ through our faith and subsequent baptism. Paul reminds us that God saved us "not 
because of any righteous deeds we had done, but because of His mercy." In other words, those law-
driven righteous deeds don't win our salvation, but God gives it freely. We accept that gift by 
taking the bath of rebirth, when the Spirit is richly poured out on us. It is this, not our 
observance of laws, that makes us justified (right with God) and that gives us the hope of 
eternal life. At the same time, if we love God, we will desire deeply to obey his commands. 
 

5. Gospel: This is the account of the baptism of Jesus by John. It describes how the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in the form of a dove and God spoke saying, “You are my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased.” How does this help us understand who Jesus is? 
 

6. The Baptism of Jesus, especially the Father’s words, “You are my beloved Son; with you I 
am well pleased,” indicates to us that Jesus is God by nature.  He shares in the very nature of 
God because he is his Son. We, then, are made sons and daughters of God by grace. God adopts 
us as his sons and daughters by grace in Baptism. Sons and daughters need to obey their father. 
This is also the first revelation in Scripture for the three persons of the Blessed Trinity present 
and acting together.  
 
7. What a treasure trove of stewardship lessons we find in our Gospel reading today on this 
feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
  



Today’s Gospel is one we read every year, so it is easy to lose sight of just how incredible it is 
that Jesus wished to be baptized in the Jordan River by His cousin, John. We just spent the last 
two weeks marveling at the fact that this Savior of ours was born as a baby in a crude stable for 
our sake, and now this! Stop and contemplate our Lord in all His perfection waiting quietly and 
patiently in line with a bunch of sinners (like us!) in order to “lead by example.” His love and 
humility in serving and self-giving are beyond all telling.  
  
8. Certainly, the sinless Savior did not need a baptism of repentance! John himself noted that 
in comparison to Jesus, he was not even worthy to loosen His sandal straps. But Jesus humbly 
made Himself one with his people to draw us to Him and create a relationship with us so that 
we would be open to His teachings and influence. 
  
9. In response, we should be filled to overflowing with gratitude to such a gracious God — 
an overflow that must express itself in our own giving back to God through our sharing of 
time, talents, and treasure. In fact, when we allow the words and actions of Jesus in the Gospel 
to enter deeply into our minds and hearts, we will be compelled to give ourselves to Him and 
others out of love for Him. 
  
10. In addition to the gratitude that Jesus’ baptism should inspire, we can also study His 
actions at the Jordan River as a powerful example of the servant-leadership He displays time 
and again throughout His public ministry. We see in our Lord a style of leadership 
characterized by humility and leading by example.  
  
11. As a servant-leader, we also see that Jesus leads by example. He doesn’t just tell the people 
they need to be baptized. He shows them how and does it Himself to teach them. To lead like 
Jesus we, too, must “walk the walk” and not just “talk the talk.” If we want those we lead at 
home, in ministry or at work to be generous and hard-working, then we must show them how 
to do this by demonstrating generosity and hard work ourselves. 
 
12. How timely the example of servant-leader is for us! This has been a year of difficult 
pressures. When we are stressed, how helpful is it to have someone step up and offer help? Let 
each one of us think how we have been helped in the past? Isn’t this what you would want to 
become? How helpful could we be to others, especially in our families by offering humble, 
servant help? How good a testimony could this give to others of the substance of our faith? 
  
13. The two key questions: 
 
What is the one thing I should be offering to God at this offering of this Mass? 
 
What is the one thing I should be getting out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-
myself that God has planned for me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


